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The Founding of Fredericksburg 

By B MORRIS STROI SS. Esq. 


Fredericksburg is a well-planned. well-built town of 70c 
inhabitants in Bethel township, Lebanon county, I’ennsyl 
varia. It is located up at slightly elevated ground between 
two small streams which have their source at the “Little 
Mountain,” a mile to the north. These streams empty into 
Span nth's formerly Grove's, mill-dam. Elizabeth Creek flows 
south from the dam and falls into the Little Swatafa two miles 
southwest of the town. A third stream from the northeast 
winds its serpentine course among fertile meads and verdant 
glades, and unites with the middle creek ( Desh Run or beach 
creek) half a mile below the village to the southeast. 

The basin of these streams is from three to five miles 
long and of the same width, extending westward until it meets 
the basin of die “Rig Swatara," and eastward to the basin 
of the Erlekill. This is also a tributary of the Little Swatara 
and received its name from the native growth of alder bushes 
on its banks, which in German are called eric heckci\ It is a 
stream famous for eels and catfish. 

The town lies nine miles north of the county seat, and 
three miles northeast of Jonestown, its nearest railway sta- 
tion, and for many years it was the polling place for the elec- 
tion district of Bethel township. With the outside world it 
has communication three times daily' except Sundays, by mail 
and stage coach or omnibus. 

It has five church edifices in which worship Lutherans. 
Reformed, United Brethren, two sects of German Baptists or 
Bunkers, and the peep’e of the “Church of God." It was 
formerly the seat of Schuylkill Seminary, an institution of 
learning under the patronage of the Evangelical Association 
of North America* whose beautiful building has of late years 
been converted into a cigar factory. It has four schools in 
one large building, three hotels, four stores, two creameries, 
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but, being only a modest historian, he will descend from the 
mountain height into the village of Fredericksburg and begin 
its history. 

l’y taking a surveyor’s transit-compass to the extreme 
east end of Market street, the historian learns that that thor- 
oughfare extends almost directly east and west, deflecting its 
course westward only 13 degrees towards the north. It has a 
square, two blocks in length and 60 feet in width, in the centre 
of town. At right angles to it runs Center street through the 
middle of the square. The other thoroughfares are parallel 
to one or the other of these principal stoeets. The general 
plan shows that the town was regularly laid out, the size of 
the lots being four lw twelve perches, except those in market 
square which are four by ten perches. 

It is recounted in Yol. 2, page 385 of the Colonial Re- 
cords’ that on June 27 in the year 1707, John Evans, esq., 
Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Pennsylvania, left 
Philadelphia with Mjessrs. John French, William Tonge, 
Mitchell Beza'llon, Mr. Grey and four servants, to make a 
journey among the Indians. They traveled through the 
Pequea valley and held a meeting with the Indians on June 
30. On July 1 the party got to “Conestogue" and stayed there 
all night. The next morning they left for Peixtan (now Har- 
risburg) arriving in its vicinity in the evening. Next day 
in the morning they effected the arrest of one Nicole Godin, 
charged with some offence against the good of the country. 

The experiences of the trip are concluded in these words: 

“Here (the Indian village of Peixtan) we stayed 

about half an hour, and departed for Tulpehocken, having 
mounted Nicole upon a horse and tied his legs under the 
belly; we went within a mile of Tulpehocken about 2 of ye 
clock in the morning (July 4), and about 7 the Governor 
went to the town : from thence he went to Maxatawny that 
night and the next day to Philadelphia.” This Indian village 
of Tulpehocken was located on the creek of the same name a 
short distance east of Stouchsburg. The party came along 
the Swatara and passed through the township of Bethel. As 
they traveled at night, some of the party must have been 
acquainted with the territory through which they went. 
Nicole Godin stated on his trial in London that he was born 
of French parents, and had been for 20 years an inhabitant 
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the famous Conrad Weiser, who with his family settled half 
a mile east of Womelsdorf. 

The first party of 33 families must have consisted of 
nearly 200 souls, including' women and children. How long 
it took them to make the journey, and the vicissitudes and 
hardships of the same, are not matters of record, but what 
a theme for the poet, the artist and the romance writer 1 

In the papers “relating to provincial affairs” is found a 
communication by James Mitchell to Secretary Logan from 
Donegal (Lancaster Co.) under date of May 13. 1 7 2 3 . whicn 
reads as follows: — “1 give you to know that there are fifteen 
families of Dutch come from Albany, and they are now set- 
tling up the Swatara.” It may therefore he concluded that 
some of our ancestors were from Schoharie and that they 
were here and located as early as May, 1 7-.L in the vicinity of 
Fredericksburg. 

They were not molested by the red men, who probably 
at times acted as their friendly guides. At that period of our 
history there was not that enmity between the natives and 
the early settlers which arose afterwards. I his was the first 
large party that came to stay. Their eyes first beheld the 
beauty of the Little Swatara and its lovely valley, and they 
may well be termed the First Settlers. 

In gathering the data for writing the history of the fam- 
ilies to which the writer is allied, it was from his grandmother. 
Mary Ann Smith, a born Batdorf, at that time in her eighty" 
sixth year, that he obtained much valuable information. She 
was born on the ancestral homestead of the first American 
Batdorf, and lived in the same neighborhood all her life. Tier 
knowledge of the aged people she met in her youth and her 
clear recollections of the past, made the work of research 
easy. 

It appears that Martin and Maria Elizabeth Batdorf and 
their family of young children were from Schoharie. 1 . D. 
Rupp states that they came in 7728. There is, however, record 
evidence that they were here in 17-7 ar| d they probably came 
with the first party, in 1723. 

To a petition laid before the court at Philadelphia in 
September 1727 asking to lay* out a road “Beginning at the 
Lutheran Meeting-house at Tulpehocken and to end at the 
high road at the Quaker Meeting-house near George Boone'- 
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a mile north of Mt. Aetna in Tulpehocken Township, Berks 
County. The Recorder's office of the Con ' tv makes known 
the fact that on December 3, 1738, Casper Wisiar, of Philadel- 
phia, l’.rass Hutton maker, and Katharine, his wife, for fifty- 
two pounds, sold to Henry Zeller, of Lancaster County. 130 
acres of land on a branch of the Little Swahatawro, adjoining 
Freame’s Manor, and lands of Conrad Sharp, he the said Hen- 
ry Zeller, to hold the same "Under and subject to the propor- 
tionable part of the Proprietary Quit rent hereafter accruing 
for the premises, it being one red rose for 10,000 acres. 
These Zellers were members of the Tulpehocken Reformed 
Church, two miles east of Myerstown. lie was an elder of 
the same in 1740, as he joins with the other church officers in 
a letter dated February nth of that year to pay John Philip 
ISoehm for defending their action in suffering a certain per- 
son to preach to them on the ground that they could get no 
one else. A copy of the letter is in the possession of Rev. 
Dr. James I. Good, of Reading. Zeller died about January 
1756, and left to survive, according to his will probated on the 
20th of said month in the Register's office of I Jerks County, 
his widow- and Anna .Maria, wife of Andreas Saltzgeber, 
Anna Catharine, wife of John Pontius, Anna Elizabeth, wife 
of Leonard Schwartz- ( marrying him as a widow, her first 
husband having been John Adam Batdorf) liarbara, wife of 
Jonas Lerue Hartman, John, John David, John Henrich and 
John George, their children. John George was willed the 
paternal acres, and on Howell's map of 1742 the place is 
marked as "Zellers." 

The Zerbes who came with this first company were also 
of the same family. They too have become a numerous and 
respected people in Berks, Lebanon and Schuylkill Counties. 
Martin Zerbe’s name is also attached to the before-mentioned 
petition; for a road. 

Others of these early pioneers of Eastern Lebanon and 
western Berks Counties were the Anspachs, Walborns. 
Scharfs- Lauers, Rieth's, (Reed's), Leschs, Fischers- Schaef- 
fers, Xoeckers, Ivapps, Leowenguts, ( Liviugoods), Schmidts, 
Sixs, Ivattermans, Fillers, Holsteiners (Holsteins)- Weisers. 

Another of the Schoharie party, Michael Sheffer with his 
family took up a tract of land where Greble now stands, 
within the present limits of Bethel Township. . That section 
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Of | a „d was also a part of Freame’s Manor. Thomas Freame 
V , ' ar ^ aret - hls conveyed 220 acres to Schaeffer on 
Jin\ 29. 1740. Lreame died in January, i 74 x. His heirs by 
tei am indentures of lease and release, bearing date the 22nd, 
und -41 d of August, 1745, conveyed another large tract ad- 
joining the Shaeffer tract to John George Knowl (Noll). By 
an Indenture of bargain and sale, dated August 1.3th 1740. 
made tripartite between* the said John George Knowl of the 
hr.t part of John Casper Stoever, the elder administrator 
Jacob Kitzmiller, deceased, of the second part, and Sigis- 
numd Handley of the third part, the said Sigismund Handley 
became the owner of the tract. This deed recites that Kitz- 
mdk, had become the purchaser of the tract from Knowl but 

; , d llCf ; >r ; hc obtaint ' d from him. It also states the 
historical tact that Jacob Kitzmiller had erected a grist mill 
on the premises m his lifetime. He evidently bought it with 
aMntentio.-, and the time of its erection can be fixed during 
/ la an, 1746 J his is, therefore, and without any doubt, the 
uil.est mill erected along the Swatara in the township. Rev 
■ J ° hn Las, ’7 Stoevcr - Sr " afterwards became the owner of the 
| d, 1 ' K ; : m<1 llC an<1 L atharine, his wife, granted it to their son, 

J ilin Casper Stoever. Jr., on .May 13. 1765. 
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' aues ot Land located m Tulpehocken township Berks 
county, on the 13th day of February, i 7SS , and recorded in 
sa„ county, one can, with reasonable definiteness, fix the center 
1 US nUin " r as near f'rystown, Berks county. The boundary 
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cl 11111 111 a ^ ne i homas Lower's land, then south, 
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black oak- thence south, 87 degrees easterly by a line of 

YY’ 355 ,)erches ’ ^ a white oak, thence north, 80 degrees 
easte.lv, 160 perches to a post thence north, 10 degrees west- 

,y tilC ' ro l >netar y’s land, 1,280 perches, to a post, thence 
■'OUth, 80 degrees westerly by a line of marked trees, 1.480 
perches, to the place ot beginning.” These boundaries as 

cwLT'^n'Yr " ntte ', m 1755 aild ma y be considered as 

1C I anor and lts hlles were then familiar to sur- 
\ c} ors and scriveners. 

In the Swatara Kirchen Buck (church record of the 
Moravians, it. is recorded that on Tuesday, February nth, 
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1755, Daniel Horn, eldest son of Ludwig and Anna Maria 
Horn, was married to Margaretha, daughter of John Michael 
and Anna Margaretha Kohr. Said record also states that 
she died on July 5th, 1772, aged 40 years less a few months. 
In a record of members of the Moravian Church at Ilebron 
the entry is found that Michael Kohr was born in Bethel on 
September 29th. 1732. 

Comparing these facts it would seem that these two were 
twin children of Michael and Anna Margaretha Kohr and 
were born in what is now Bethel Township ; the first children 
and the first pair of twins born within its limits of which the 
record has come down to us. Michael Kohr and his wife and 
children landed at Philadelphia, he taking the oath of alleg- 
ia cc on September nth 1728. They came from Erstah in 
the Chur Pfultz. This fact is stated upon the faith of the 
entry in the said Swatara Church record at the death of their 
son George Casper, which reads thus, viz: “May 28' 1801, 
died George Casper Kohr, blacksmith, farmer and miller, aged 
76 years, 7 months and 21 days. He was born October 7th, 
1724, in Erstah in the Cluir Pfaltz, and came to this country 
as a child of three years.” He died where Kohr’s Mill used 
to be on Elizabeth Creek, a mile south of Fredericksburg 
We can therefore safely conclude that they soon came to Bethe^ 
after landing, a/.d were of the earliest settlers in the vicinity 
of Fredericksburg. The land was taken up by a warrant for 
250 acres dated December 12th. 1738. It, however, by actual 
survey contained 3 72 acres and 73 perches- and extended east- 
ward to the road leading from Fredericksburg to Lebanon. 
This tract was first taken up as above by Abraham Stettler. 
Abraham Stettler by a bill of sale sold it to Andrew Krof on 
December 10th, 1741 ; he on September 23rd, 1746 sold it to 
Tacob Eckolt ; he sold it to John Barger; John Barger on 
October 12th, 1749 sold it to Peter Grove; he sold it to 
Christian Ohrendorf and Christian Ohrendorf on April 1st, 
1762, sold it to his son'in-law, the said George Casper Kohr. 
On April 16th, 1763, he entered into an agreement with 
Matthias Groh, the adjoining land owner on the north, for the 
construction of a mill race on his land. It thus appears that 
Kohr’s mill, running until a few years ago, was erected in 
1763 or prior thereto. It may have been built by Ohrendorf 
and was undoubtedly the first grist mill erected near to, and 
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ior the convenience of, the people living- j„ the neighborhood 
of L redericksburg'. 

It may also be stated here that people undoubtedly 
li\ed in the locality earlier, although r.o land warrants can be 
shown prior to Sept. 7th. 1732, the date of the purchase of 
this land front the Indians. 1 he settlers often lived on their 
lands a considerable time before taking- out their warrants 
for the same. 

The earliest warrant for land in llethel Township is dated 
March nth- 1733; and under it 23814 acres and allowance 
were granted to John Snevely on May 28th, 1760. It com- 
prises within its limits the western half of Fredericksburg 
I he ti act adjoining- it on the east was warranted to John 
Reynolds on October 8th, 1738, and comprised 193 acres and 
allowances. The Reynolds must, however, have lived there 
as early as 1735, since Stoever in his Records gives the Rey- 
nolds as witnesses to baptisms in the neighborhood in that 
year. It comprised the Easter^ part of Fredericksburg with- 
in its boundaries! The division line between these two tracts 
ran north 13 degrees east from the southwest corner of .Mart- 
in Rudy’s orchard along the alley past Sholl's and Gebhart’s 
stores within about six perches of the Street where the north 
line of Reynold’s tract ended. Snevely’s line continued from 
there north, 5 degrees west, to the lane that leads in to Gideon 
Shnotterly s farm. The tract comprised within Fredericks- 
burg to the north of Reynold’s tract and west of Snevely’s 
was known as the Lorentz Iloutz tract and was originally 
taken up by a warrant to Christian Pining dated March 12, 
l 743 - It consisted of 102 acres and allowances. The south 
line of it adjoining the Reynold's tract extended from the 
above named point in said alley north, 73 degrees east, 158 
perches to a black oak and from thence north, 83 degrees 
east, 86 perches. It is now in the road leading from Fred- 
ericksburg to Pinegrove. It included all the land now includ- 
ed in Cedar Hill Cemetery and a considerable tract east of it. 
The Reynold's tract, except what is now a part of Freder- 
icksburg. has long been known as the Oberholtzer farm. The 
south line of the Reynold’s tract extended along Elm Street 
running east, 10 degrees south, 100 perches to a white oak and 
thence east, 5 degrees north, 151 perches. Francis Reynolds 
is given as the eastern adjoiner at that time (1738). To the 
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south of the Reynolds tract lay the Oberholtzer tract taken 
up by virtue of a warrant dated May 18th, 1739. This tract 
extended about 25 perches west of Centre Street. It comprised 
169 acres and allowances. The mansion house and a part of 
the tract is now the farm of Jacob Shnotterly. North of the 
Fining or Houtz tract Sigismund Haehnle is mentioned as an 
adjoiner in 1743 and had then taken up 133 acres as is also 
Frederick Haehnle who had taken up what now com- 
prises Solomon Baeshore's farm. In said survey Abraham 
Stettler (who had taken up the Kohr tract first) is mentioned 
as an adjoiner on the south and to the east of John Reynolds 
in' place of Francis Reynolds who was there in 1738. This 
Francis Reynolds lived where D. Webster Tickler's farm now 
is, and' doubtless is the same Francis who afterwards took up 
a part of, and lived on the site of, the city of Lebanon. He 
disappears from Bethel completely. 

To the south of John Snevely was the Audley Snevely 
tract consisting of 164 acres and allowances, taken up by a 
warrant dated May 5, 1734. In.: late years it was known as 
the John Groh, or "Uncle Groh" farm, and was purchased 
from the John Groh estate by Martin Light’ and by him sold 
to John H. Lick, who tore away the .old red-painted, one'story 
block house, widow "Aunty Grab's home,” and erected a 
modern dwelling on its site. The old building with its steep 
roof and high gables was presumably erected by Snevely, and 
was used in early times as a place of refuge during the raids 
of hostile Indians. It had a projection above the door which 
faced the east, and numerous loopholes so arranged as to 
command the space in all directions in front of the house. 

The north side of the John Snavely tract is the lame lead- 
ing west, north of Mechanic street, or “Reamstown,” now 
known as Shnotterly s lane. It extended in a straight line 
south. 80 degrees 30 min. west, 377 perches. To the north 
of it lay Adam. Bright's tract, comprising a little less than ioo 
acres, and westward of this lay the tract of John Nicholas 
Eiscnliauer. I his extended 284 perches westward and com- 
prised 168 acres, 117 perches as surveyed Nov. 2i> 1764, the 
warrant being dated Jan. 20, 1733. The adjoiners of Eisen- 
hauer in 1764, were Jacob Meily, John Holdiman, Henry 
Snoderly and Frederick IMT rain. This information is taken 
from a record of the original survey in the office of the Sec- 
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retary of Internal Affairs at Harrisburg, the name Eisenhauer 
being written Ironcutter. 

John Meily took up 360 acres on May 6, 1740. His tract 
was west of Eisenhauer’s. 

Ini the Bethel Moravian Church records it is written that 
on October 2nd, 1752, George Green, Robert Green's son was 
buried on Meylie's plantation. In the Hebron records this 
entry is found, viz: “May 29, 1759, there were married in the 
church, widower Adam Faber and widow Elizabeth Spitler 
born Meily. His parents were Jacob Faber and Margaretha 
Faber, born Hopp, and be is the fourth son. Her parents are 
Jacob Meile and Anna Meile, born Cassel. She is the second 
child and first daughter." This widow had been the wife of 
John Spitler who was murdered by the Indians on May 16, 
1757. Rupp mentions that she escaped upon that occasion 
to her father’s house a few miles from Stumptown. Her 
oldest brother, indicated by the entry, may have been Jacob 
Meily a name of importance in the northern section from 
1775 t° 1800; or more probably said Jacob Meily was her 
younger brother and the older brother was Henry Meily, who. 
according to Stoever's Record married Veronica Spitler, a sis- 
ter of Mrs. Elizabeth Faber’s first husband, on July 31. 1743. 
She died December 1, 1773, aged 50 years and 12 days. This 
makes the date of her birth November 18th, 1723, and the 
birth of Jacob Meile [700, or before. He and his wife are 
probably buried in art old burial ground that can yet be seen 
on the farm. 

Peter Grove- who had been the owner of the Kohr tract 
at one time at an early date became the owner of the tract 
south of the Oberholtzer tract and east of the Lebanon road. 

This tract is at present owned by Emma Grove Kase, a 
descendant of the first Peter Grove. The other Grove farm, 
now owned by Morris Spannuth, south of the Edmund Snevely 
tract was taken up by Peter Folke by warrant dated February 
18th, 1737. It was 200 acres originally. The adjoiners given 
in the patent were Mathias Groh on the south and east, John 
Smeltzeron the south and Henry Tups (Dubbs) on the west. 

Matthias Groh took up 191 y> acres on May 6, 1752. It 
lay south of the Oberholtzer and Folke tracts and was bound- 
ed 0111 the south by the Casper Kohr or Abraham Stettler tract. 
I he east line is given as north 15 degrees west perches 
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to the Oberholtzer tract which was part of its northern 
boundary. It comprised the Grove (now Spannuth) Mill site 
and land west of the Lebanon road from Sherksville Cross 
roads northward. The adjoirers given on that side are Peter 
Grove a:.d Casper Sherrick (Sherk). 1 here is also an older 
survey on record made by William Parsons, surveyor, lie 
notes thereon that the place was settled already in 1743- 
that survey the adjoiner on the east is given as Thomas Mag- 
bee instead of Peter Grove. Who was this 1 homas Magbee . 
Probably he was none other than the famous Indian trader. 
Capt. Thomas Mckee who located at McKee’s Half Falls in 
1744; and lived there till his death in 1772. 1 be McKee’s were 

present at the baptism of the Reynold's children in i74 2 > an ‘l 
on April 15, T744, Thomas and Elizabeth McKee acted as 
sponsors for the baptism of John Reynold s daughter, Bridget, 
as Stoever’s Records clearly show. From Fredericksburg he 
probably left for his new home. 

TIenry Dubbs took up and lived on what used to be the 
Wenger farm. In Sauer's Germa .town paper of the. date of 
Sept. 14. 1759. appears the statement that Anna Maria Dubbs 
and Heinrich Dubbs, administrators of Heinrich Dubbs, will 
make sale of his plantation. 

The homestead lately owned by Solomon Groh, was ori- 
ginally taken up bv Philip Slviotterly, on March 25, 1738. 

From the foregoing statements taken from the original 
warrants and patents- it will be seen that the town of Fred- 
ericksburg is 1 catcd on lands included in the original John 
Reynolds, John Suavely and Lorentz Houtz patents. 

The John Reynolds to whom was patented a large tract, 
now the Oberholtzer farm, remained seized thereof until his 
death. His will* recorded in the Register's office of Lancaster 
county, in Will-book, Yol. A-i, was made on April 30, 1745. 
and proved on Sept. 16, 1745. He says in his will that he ;> 
“far in years and of an old age." He gives ore English 
shilling to each of his sons. Francis and Joseph, and to bi- 
son John he bequeaths his plantation. This John Reynolds 
on Feb. 10, 1761- with his wife Elizabeth, deeded the farm of 
193 acres and allowances to Frederick Stump of Heidelberg 
township. As witnesses the deed bears the names of George 
Reynolds, Philip Marsteller and John Suavely. 
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Frederick Stump moved upon his plantation and became 
a citizen of Bethel township, and laid out the western part 
of it into town lots. May i, 1761, is the earliest date on which 
can be found ar.y deed given by him and his wife, Anna, for 
lots. In a deed to Andreas Klunk the following language is 
used : — "A certain lot or piece of ground, situate in the town - 
ship of Bethel, and in a certain town there laid out and called 
Fredericksburg." The deed also states that it was bounded 
by a lot taken up by Leon. Mathau on the west. 

Other purchasers of lots were Christian Coffman and 
Peter Fisenhauer. The latter purchased a tiact of 10 acres 
and 14 perches on May 15. 1764, from Stump, the same being 
a part of the Reynold tract. lie also bought a part of the 
Lorentz Houtz tract consisting of 28 acres 139 perches from 
Frederick Stump on May 2, 1765. 

W hile the idea of the town was Stump’s- it is almost cer- 
tain that John Suavely had quite a hand in the enterprise, 
for lie and his wife, Alary, also sold lots. On May 1, 1761, 
they deeded the lot where Gideon Shnotterly now lives, to 
Jacob Egler, as lot number 124. On the same day they deed- 
ed "lot No. 144 (now owned by Sholls) to Peter Icyhauer,” 
merchant. O11 October 1, 1761 Stump and his wife sold all 
the land west of Center Street to John.- Snavely. On June 
10, 1762, Frederick Stump, ‘‘Tavernkeeper,” gave a mortgage 
to J ohn Snavely on his whole remaining tract for 1500 pounds. 
On Dec. 29, 1763, Stump and his wife sold all their interests in 
the town to John Snevely except what was reserved in this 
recital in said deed, viz : “And whereas for the better im- 
provement of the remaining part of the said tract of land the 
said Frederick Stump laid out a town called Fredericksburg 
and caused several parts and parcels of the same to be divided 
and laid out in lots according to the General plan of the said 
town, and the said Frederick Stump and Ann his wife have 
already grafted and conveyed by deed to several persons 
divers of the said lots under the yearly ground rents as in said 
deeds mentioned which said lots are numbered in the draught 
or general plan of the said town as follows, to wit: 182, 
160, 152, 265, 207, 206 205, 134, 220, 219, 172, 276, 277. 282, 

221, 228, 2S0, 95. 96. 97, 58, 99, 60, 128, 345, 346 347, 358, 

] 49 - LI 2 , 279, 284. 285- 286, 283, 266, 130, 151, 135, 157, 227, 

229, 230, 269, 270. 271, 278, 129, 156, 53, 75, 202- 92, 351, 
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74- (54, 399. ll 7 - n 8 ' H9, u6,'n2, 159, 133, 135, 136. 150. 
40. 381, 380, 379. 382, 388, 41 1 and 412. It will thus be seen 
that the first original and correct name of the place as bestowed 
by Stump himself, was Fredericksburg. Later it was at var 
ions times called Nassau, Newton and Stumpstown. Why its 
post office was for a score of years known as Stumpstown is 
difficult to explain. A map published in 1770, made from 
actual surveys, has the town named Nassau. In only one 
deed that the writer could find the name of Nassau, that of 
Paul Wlolf “and Sophia his wife” to lacob Kohr for the 
southeast corner of Market and Centre streets. It is recited 
in that document that Jacob Frinks, of the Kingdom of Great 
Britian, by his attorney in fact, John Ashley, Esq., of the City 
of Philadelphia, did grant what was Reynolds tract, to 
Eleanor De Flaas on May 7, 1791, together with the rent 
charg-es “of the town of Nassau commonly called Stumps- 
town.” In certain deeds the name Newton was used. In' a 
deed given by Suavely to Christian Kauffman, May 3, 1764. 
it is recited that the lots Nos. 369. 370, 371, 372, 373, and 374, 
are situated in Newton. 

Again, in a deed dated June 12, 1766, for the lots of St. 
John’s church, they are described as being “in New ton : in 
the township of Bethel.” But the name Newton was probably 
abandoned in 1766, as it is not found later than that year. On 
Howell’s map of 1790, the town is marked Stumpstown, and 
at that time and in the beginning of the Ninteenth century 
it was generally known by that name. It is so marked on 
the map of Dauphin and Lebanon Counties, issued under the 
provisions of an Act of the Legislature passed the 19th day 
of March 1816, by Thomas Smith. In 1826, the post office 
was established and called Stumpstown. It so continued un- 
til 1843, when the post office department, at Washington on 
the petition of some of the citizens, changed the name to 
Fredericksburg. 

Stump parted with all his interests to Snevely, who was 
the owner of the Reynold’s tract and also became the posses- 
sor of the Houtz lands, for on Jan. 15, 1763, Lorentz and Eva 
IToutz sold to him 23 acres and 12 perches west of Center 
street. Thus we see that Sr.iavely had now become the owner 
of the whole of Fredericksburg. The court records inform 
us that on Aug. 6, 1766, Snavely and his wife, Mary, gave a 
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mortgage for 1400 pounds to Matthias I lush, of Philadelphia, 
on his original tract and on 85 acres of the Reynolds tract. 
The docket states that the mortgage was foreclosed and the 
property sold by the sheriff, 011 May 5, 1770. to Matthias 
Hush’ the Mortgagee, who then became the owner, not only of 
the two pla ntations, hut also of the greater part of the village. 
He kept his possessions so acquired for more than five 
years. The records show that on Sept. 6, 1775’ Matthias 
Bush, late of Philadelphia in North America, now residing in 
Lo tion, and Rebecca his wife, granted the Reynolds tract to 
Jacob Franks of London. On the same day they granted the 
original Suavely tract to John Platt, sr., Henry Appleton, 
Sampson Wright, Henry Chapman and John Brothers, 
Esquires, executors of William Neate, late of London. Alien 
land-ownership seems not to have been forbidden by law in 
those early years’ but then Fredericksburg was not California. 

Frederick Stump was a so t of Christopher Stump, though 
it has been erroneously stated that his father's name was John 
Frederick Stump. Flic father lived in Heidelberg township* 
and died there in October, 1779. The son was horn in about 
7733. 1 1 is wife’s name was Anna, and tradition says she was 

a sister of John Snavelv. I t signing deeds she made “her 
mark.” 

In 1758 occurs the name of Frederick Stump in the as- 
sessment list of Schaefferstown, and in Sauer's Herman paper 
of Philadeljhia, in the issue of Xov. 9, 1759, the following 
advertisement appeared : — 

“Frederick Stump in Heidelberger launschip in Lancas- 
ter County macht bekaur.t dasz er pulver, Bley und allerley 
Kramer- Waare, welcher erst Kurtzlich von Engelland gekom- 
men sind. zu verkauffen habe: Auch'schuleder. und er kauft 
auch Flachssamen, Butter und allerley andere Hinge, so die 
Leutc haben* und gibt for solche den hochsten I’reis. I.r gibt 
fors p fund gedorte Kalbcrhaute 10 pens. Er kauft auch rir.ds 
und andere Haute, und bczahlte davor nach Proportion : und 
man lean auch Samstags mit ihm handeln." 

"Frederick Stump, in Heidelberg Township in Lancaster 
County makes known that he has for sale powder, lead, and all 
kinds of peddler-ware, which only late came from Fngland. 
Also sh le-leathcr, and he also buys flax-seed, butter, and ad 
kinds of other things that people have, and gives the highest 
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price for the same. ITc gives io “pens" (cents?) per pound 
for dried claves' hides. He also buys heifer and other hides 
and pays for them in proportion ; and he can also be dealt 
with on Saturdays.” 

He without doubt had his store in Schaefferstown. From 
Abraham S. Brendle’s excellent book- “A brief History of 
Schaefferstown," he had his store on the southwest corner 
of Market Scpiare. On the draft or “Plan of the Main Part 
of Schaefferstown," copied into said book, Frederick Stump 
is given as the owner of said corner, and the lot is number- 
ed 17. 

The last deed but one from Stump, is to Peter Eisenhauer 
for 28 acres 131; perches of land ( part of Lorentz Houtz tract) 
on May 2, 1765. From that time all traces of him and his wife 
disappear from the towr. lie founded except that he ( himself 
only) deeded the house and lot where Levi S. Peiffer now 
lives, to Wilhelm Frymoyer in 1768. Frymoyer was a broth- 
er-in-law of Stump, as appears from the will of Stump’s father 
Wlhat became of Stump about 1765? His subsequent history 
for some years, is found in the printed volumes of the Colonial 
Records. The Frederick Stump who founded Fredericksburg 
and the Frederick Stump who, in 1758, killed ten Indians 
where Middleburg, Snyder County, now is, are one ard the 
same person. Frederick Stump emigrated to that region 
some time in the year 1765, and thus passed entirely out of 
the history of the town which lie founded. His checkered 
life and subsequent adventures will in the future be made the 
subject of another paper by the llditor of Ill's Paper. 


